What Has the FSA Done for You Lately?

An FSA Victory:  Florida Medicare to Renew Payment for Peripheral Nerve Blockades

On November 1, 2006, First Coast Service Options, the designated Medicare intermediary for Florida, suddenly stopped paying several groups throughout the state for post-operative acute pain control blocks. Involved codes included the 644** CPT series, such as for axillary, interscalene, femoral, and sciatic nerve blockade. This was a unilateral action taken by FCSO which, interestingly enough, was not emulated nor performed by any other Medicare agency in the United States.  

Florida anesthesiologists were caught unaware of this policy change until denials for reimbursement began surfacing.  This was particularly surprising because a similar situation occurred in April of 2004, when FCSO also began denying payment for these same previously reimbursable procedures.  At that time three years ago,  several members of the FSA Board of Directors intervened and after months of communication with FCSO were able to get the agency to revert  back to its practice of paying for these nerve blocks.  Groups that had been denied payment were retroactively reimbursed, and the matter seemed settled.

Well, it was déjà vu when Medicare denials for these same nerve blocks again began cropping up in late 2006 across the state.  Through the persistence of the FSA and several key members, such as Charles Kottmier, MD, and Ed Lubin, MD, FCSO has for the second time agreed to reprocess the denied charges.  This important and hard-fought victory will return tens of thousands of dollars in hard earned income for many groups in Florida.

